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IIt takes really lIvIng In a home 
before you can understand how it works and 
doesn’t work for your family. once you’ve 
discovered the ways it doesn’t work, you can 
make changes accordingly. sometimes, too, 
the ceiling collapses, and it paves the way 
for you to make the changes you’ve been 
considering anyway. such was the case for 
molly and michael Painter when they came 
home to find the living room ceiling in pieces 
on the floor. “after living in the home for 
five years and sharing a bathroom with our 
daughter, we decided we needed our own 
space,” explains molly. “the ceiling collapse 
was just the impetus to make the changes 
we’d been considering for a while.” 

 the Painters were drawn to their georgian 
revival home in Five Points because they 
love classic architecture and the charming 
neighborhood with its walk-able streets was 
idyllic. “We really love the gracious common 
spaces a georgian revival offers when you 
walk in the front door,” says molly. “Plus, we 
love walking to third Place, our favorite coffee 
shop, and other haunts like hayes Barton 
Pharmacy and rialto theater.” originally 
designed by famed raleigh architect William 
Deitrick, the couple wanted the first priority 
to be maintaining the integrity of the 
architecture while also making it more livable 
for their active family of five. they called 
on architect richard hall, along with Joel 
Williams of Williams realty and Building 
Company to be their renovation team. “Joel is 
known for his impeccable craftsmanship, his 
knowledge of old homes and his attention to 
detail,” raves molly. “and it didn’t hurt that 
he and I grew up across the street from each 
other in raleigh.”
 though the project would be challenging, 
trying to merge the original home with a 
new addition, not to mention matching the 
original brick exterior with the new wing, 

the couple wanted 
the first priority to be 

maintaining the integrity 
of the architecture while also 
making it more livable for 
their active family of five. 
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molly says the 18-month process was seamless. “larry Irwin was our 
superintendent,” explains molly, “and he did a fabulous job on the day to 
day management.” While the ceilings were being replaced with sheetrock, 
the hvaC and plumbing was replaced as well, and landscape designer 
Frank liggett moved the rose garden from the back yard, which was in the 
way of the addition. “I was thrilled that Frank was able to create an inviting 
rose garden in the new space,” says molly. “It’s our refuge in the spring, 
summer and fall when the roses are in bloom.” 
 a designer herself, molly took to completing the look of their home, 
calling on her background in fashion (she worked at ralph lauren in new 
york City), as well as her own family. “my three girls are all extremely 
creative and individual,” she offers. “they provide a lot of inspiration.” 
molly continues, saying that she also took inspiration from her favorite 
designer kelly Wearstler and fashion designer lela rose. “her style is 
feminine, yet edgy and cool.” she keeps her textile background close with 
etches taken right from the ralph lauren draft tables, framed and hung as 
art in various places around the home. molly also sought advice from her 
local designer friends and colleagues katherine Connell, and Betty nelson 
of eatmans. 
 We asked molly what her go-to fabric and wallpaper lines were and she 
quickly replied with osboure and little, Cowtan and tout, Quadrille, 
Celerie kemble and travers. she adds that her favorite way to add a wow 
factor lies in lighting fixtures, spending a lot of time searching for the 
perfect unique piece. and though every space has different appeal to her, 
molly’s favorite room in the home is the navy lacquered den with the 
orange couch.  “I love to curl up on the couch under a blanket and read a 
book.” their family of five spends most of their time in the large kitchen, 
cooking, doing homework and entertaining. “It’s the hub of the house and 
the grey and white palette provides a soothing appeal amidst the chaos,” 
shares molly. 
 “my advice to anyone decorating their home,” she says, “would be to live 
in the home before you make any major changes. see how you live, move 
and feel in the space. trust your instincts and go for it.”v
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WWhen JeFF snyDer anD Paul mason WalkeD 
into this raleigh home during an open house twelve years 
ago, only one of them was interested in walking further than 
the foyer. “there was a lot of wall paper, gold accents and 
colonial styling throughout,” explains Jeff. “But, I saw past the 
things that were less than appealing and knew within about 5 
minutes that this would be our house.” the house had many 
of the “must-haves” on their list for a new home, including the 
layout and a great location in the Inman Park neighborhood. 
“Inman Park was the ideal location because of its proximity to 
shopping, restaurants, downtown raleigh, rtP and rDu,” 
says Jeff. “We knew it would continue to grow and develop, but 
it also gave us a quiet space in a family-oriented neighborhood, 
which we love.” It took minimal convincing of Paul, but the 
pair purchased the home and got to work making it their own. 
 With Jeff’s passion for interior design, the project was (and 
still is) a labor of love. Before he was able to pursue design full 
time, Jeff used the home as his creative outlet and admits that 
being his own client has been good and bad. “on one hand, I 
give myself free reign to design however I want to, to experiment 
with different looks;” he explains. “on the other hand, I found 
that I rarely allow a space to be ‘finished’. sometimes only a 
few months pass before I’m onto the next iteration.” structural 
changes took the longest, but were set on the fast track when the 
couple’s hot water heater broke two years ago. though it was 

By Anne Marie Ashley
Dustin Peck Photography

WHat YoU
practice
preach
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“keep it personal – do you love it, is it interesting to you,
 and does it enhance the rest of the space without distracting from it?”





26   Urban Home triangle   best of gUide 2015 To see all the photos from this home, visit www.urbanhomemagazine.com.



best of gUide 2015   Urban Home triangle   27

a major inconvenience, Jeff and Paul jumped at the chance to make the 
changes they’d been discussing. over the next 5 months, all water damage 
was repaired, and in the process, they were able to remove some useless 
space and awkward walls as well as redesign bathrooms to better serve the 
layout. “the majority of our changes were cosmetic,” adds Jeff. “But they 
were changes that allowed the structure and finishes to catch up to the 
design aesthetic I’d created with our furnishings.” 
 Drawing personal taste from their collection of architectural Digests 
(dating back to 1993!), years of house Beautiful and elle Décor issues, 
not to mention Pinterest and simply, his personal style, Jeff has curated 
the look of their home with a collection of items found from all corners 
– as close as high Point and as far as California. In fact, Paul found the 
anchor chairs for their dining table through a chance encounter while on 
business in san Francisco. “the chairs were purchased by this woman in 
anticipation of a home they were going to buy in lake tahoe,” recalls 
Paul, “but it turns out they didn’t match the aesthetic of the home they 
ultimately purchased and these beauties had been sitting in storage for 
over 10 years – completely untouched and brand new!” Finds like these 
combined with personal items, often coming with a story, are what 
makes Jeff and Paul’s house a home. the frames on the wall at the top 
of the stairs, for instance, were originally placeholders until they found 
the ideal piece; but after living with them for a time and receiving 
many compliments on the original concept, the frames, filled with plastic 
hotel room keys from their travels around the world, became a highly 
personal part of their décor. 
 “accessories add a depth, interest and personality to the space,” 
advises Jeff. “It’s the part of decorating many people struggle with the 
most, however. my rule of thumb is to give as much thought to your 
accessorizing as you do to your other, larger decorating and design 
decisions.” he continues, saying that it’s easy to want to rush the process 
when you finally get to the accessorizing phase, but try to avoid filling 
walls and tabletops just to fill them. “keep it personal – do you love it, is it 
interesting to you, and does it enhance the rest of the space without distracting 
from it?”
 Perhaps the most interesting room to result from the renovation was 
the “lounge” area. “I call it a lounge because it truly feels like you’re 
in a cocktail lounge at a special place,” says Jeff.  once the half walls 
separating the formal living room and dining room were removed, Jeff 
and Paul decided to create two separate and distinct, but complementary 
sitting areas in one long room. an old hollywood-style bar serves as a 
room divider of sorts, surrounded by black and white photos of all the 
hollywood greats, including Paul newman, Frank sinatra and audrey 
hepburn. “In one side of the room, I used furniture with more traditional 
lines and neutral finishes,” offers Jeff. “In the other space, I used more 
contemporary pieces with pops of color.” two different, though similar 
area rugs mark the spaces, and large art similar in scale and style hang 
above each sofa. the modern, sculptural light fixture anchors each room 
from above. 
 In the end, both agreed that this was their favorite space in the home, 
offering a comfortable and stylish retreat after a long day in their new 
retail décor space off glenwood ave., simon’s house Interiors. “It’s truly 
satisfying to have my passion for interior design realized in a retail store 
where I can help others curate their homes,” Jeff smiles. “your décor 
should bring you joy every time to you come home and I can say I truly 
practice what I preach.”v
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Do you hear what I hear? Word has it that santa Claus 
is coming to town and from Cameron village to Crabtree 
valley, and over to the streets at southpoint, it’s beginning 
to look a lot like Christmas. Baby, its cold outside – but at 
these venues, soothingly warm yet festive shades of emerald 
green, sapphire blue and ruby red deck the halls, adorn 
entrances and swath any available setting in a magical array 
of jewel tone intrigue. It’s the most wonderful time of the 
year and it’s increasingly clear that I cherish being home 
for the holidays surrounded by a hypnotic menagerie of 
seasonal hues. 
 With all of that harmonically noted, you can only 
imagine my “little black box” surprise when sparkly 
decorations and gift-giving glitter gives way to engagements 
and Christmas day affiance! December is the most popular 
engagement month, and uniquely coincidental to my story 
line, diamonds dominate the scene. excitingly, however, the 
above-mentioned colored gemstones have quickly gained 
popularity thanks to the “jingle bell rock” adornments of 
royalty and celebrities alike. 
 the crescendo of this holiday hymn is simply this: 

Contributing Editor  |  Room Service

After

Patrick  
casey

The Family 
Jewel Tones

i cherish being 
home for the holidays 

surrounded by a 
hypnotic menagerie 

of seasonal hues. 
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reintroduce jewel tones not just in 
a holiday blitz of color and carats, 
but also in a fashionable year-round 
palette for home décor. Whether a 
stroke of paint, a stitch of fabric or 
a knot in a rug, these distinctively 
classic and sumptuously rich 
shades will make your interior 
spaces merry and bright!
 side note: a little partridge in a 
pear tree once said, be a wise man 
when gifting a ring on a holiday 
– as it may or may not need to be 
returned to the giver if nuptials get 
“scrooged”. take his chirping for 
what it’s worth, but either way, I 
think the 23rd sounds like a winter 
wonderland date!v

Patrick Casey is the manager of Green 
Front Interiors and Rugs in Raleigh,  
a store offering luxury furnishings,  
rugs and designs. Visit the Green 
Front store at 2004 Yonkers Road in  
Raleigh, or call them at 919-754-9754. 
For more information, visit  
www.greenfront.com.
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IIt’s the same place where a young couple embarked on a great 
adventure—bringing their 1874 classic home respectfully and 
beautifully into the 21st century. Because the original goals of the 
Protzmans’ real estate search included finding acreage, privacy and 
a home with some age and character, the property in Bynum fit 
perfectly.  Its gorgeous 150-year-old oak trees and easy walking 
distance to the haw river only added to the allure.
 knowing from the start that preserving the spirit of its history, 
while adding the necessary modern updates presented challenges, 
they moved forward with determination. “luckily, the craftsmen in 
Chatham County in the 1880s knew what they were doing, so the 

bones of the home were in incredibly good condition,“ explains alys 
Protzman, homeowner and interior designer.  some of the needed 
changes included opening up the home to the back of the property 
to allow for better views and a larger kitchen and family room, as 
well as adding a screened outdoors living room. as is usually the case 
with older homes, all of the bathrooms and utilities also needed a 
redo.  “Basically, we wanted to hold on to all of the amazing charm 
and detailing, but essentially it was a total gut job,” she adds.
 Discovering Buildsense was the Protzmans next great find, who 
helped transform their dream into a reality.  alys describes her initial 
meeting with the team, “they were honest and straightforward, and 

charm
renewing

olD WorlD

Just five miles north of Pittsboro and 11 miles south of Chapel hill, lies a captivating little 
town on the banks of the haw river. It’s a nostalgic place that comes with the popular 

description, “once you get that Bynum mud between your toes, you’ll always come 
back… and that’s exactly what has kept it going since the 1800s.” 

By Laura Jackson
Photos by Lissa Gotwals
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unafraid of the snake skin hanging from the rafters in the basement,” 
she laughs. “as an interior designer (alys Design), it was a lot of fun 
working with another design team.  I appreciated their expertise with 
quality trades people and integrating the best quality and efficient 
utilities and systems into our old 1880s fixer-upper.” 
 While Buildsense’s website displays more of their amazing 
contemporary work, their strong design history with historic preservation 
became evident from the start.  “their request to respect the charm of 
the home, yet live with the space and style of the 21st century was a 
perfect challenge,” explains erik van mehlman, Buildsense Partner and 
Design lead.

 taking cues from the home’s original form to determine the needed 
architectural changes translated to extruding the gable roof forms both 
out and up to provide wonderful wide open space in the kitchen, living 
and dining areas, as well as the new second floor master suite.  large 
expanses of glass doors and windows in the new addition visually and 
physically opened the home to the yard, pond, cottage, pool and garage. 
Working with trent lloyd Design on the landscaping completed the 
big picture of the property, and in the transition area between the home 
and yard is an expansive wrap-around porch creating a breathtaking 
extension of the indoors to the outside. 
 as you enter the renovation today, you are immediately greeted with 
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“For me it’s all about 
family, comfort, 

history and fun.  With 
two kids under three, 

my style has to be 
bulletproof.  I believe 

in surrounding yourself 
with the things you 
love and realizing 
there is no right 

and wrong answer 
with decorating. 

experiment!”

To see all the photos from this home, visit www.urbanhomemagazine.com.

open, airy and refreshing light-filled space throughout. “We thrive on 
providing quality space, volume, circulation and most importantly, 
daylight. you will see those as common elements among all our design 
work, whatever the style,” said mehlman.
 an appealing southern warmth and hospitality seems to permeate 
each mesmerizing room of this home.  alys describes her interior design 
motivation, “For me it’s all about family, comfort, history and fun.  
With two kids under three, my style has to be bulletproof.  I believe in 
surrounding yourself with the things you love and realizing there is no 
right and wrong answer with decorating. experiment!”

 alys also believes in using accessories to add pops of whimsy and 
color, “I love supporting independent retailers, thrift stores and antique 
fairs more than buying new catalog items. each item has a history and 
tells a story – and all of them are great conversation starters.”
 Describing her favorite room is easy. “We love our screen porch. 
even though I’m pretty proud of the design and furnishings, the 
showstopper is really our view and nature’s little symphony going on 
outside.  our children heard their first owl out there the other evening,” 
she says. “It’s a pretty magical spot.”v
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M
By Anne Marie Ashley

Photography by Dustin Peck

molly anD WarD russell 
found the ideal lot on Beaufort street 
and fell in love with the historic area and 
comfortable feel of the neighborhood. 
since Ward is the president of legacy 
Custom homes, designing and building 
the home with his team was a natural 
choice and they got straight to work. 
over the next year, they completed 
the build and design of the home and 
when it came to choosing an interior 
designer, it was also an easy process – the 
recommendation couldn’t have come from 
a more reliable source...their family. 
 having seen the work susan 
tollefson did for her brother and sister-

in-law, molly felt confident that she 
would do an equally amazing job on her 
home. molly, Ward, their two girls and 
susan all collectively decided that their 
home needed to have an unpretentious, 
comfortable feel, but with a more 
modern pizzazz than their previous 
home. “I am definitely more non-
traditional in my own personal taste,” 
offers susan. “molly has a great eye and 
an open mind and what’s more fun than 
clients that embrace my quirky style in 
their own look?” susan adds that the 
base of the living area downstairs needed 
to be neutral, but that color was to be 
added through fabric, accessories and art.  

single family 
    modern

When your 
husband is 

a custom 
homebuilder, 

finding the right 
home for your 

family is as easy 
as building the 

perfect one. 
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 Pulling from a mix of antique stores, designers and local artists, susan 
created a comfortable, but sophisticated look that was full of personality 
and thoughtfully put together. “my motto with clients is ‘if you love it, 
we can make it work,” explains susan.  “I like using personal things of 
clients – I think the stories behind those ‘things’ are what makes them 
interesting, not the accessories themselves.” a local designer, louise 
gaskill Company, created the unique dining room and living room 
chandelier fixtures, offering a bespoke look that’s often hard to find 

in new homes. “she buys vintage lighting and glass, takes it apart and 
uses different pieces and custom finishes to make beautiful lamps and 
chandeliers,” says susan, adding that each piece is a one-of-a-kind gem.  
the team also wanted to use some of the family pieces that belong to 
molly and Ward. molly’s uncle, for example, finished the vanity piece 
in the powder room and the corner cabinet in the living room was 
passed down through Ward’s family. 
 “you do not have to have one color that ‘flows’ into every room,” 
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“you do not have to 
have one color that 
‘flows’ into every 
room...you can 

mix it up.”



48   Urban Home triangle   best of gUide 2015



best of gUide 2015   Urban Home triangle   49



advises susan. “you can 
mix it up. I think the goal 
is to make every room have 
its own personality and 
purpose. maybe you need a 
really dark room where you 
can escape and feel cozy, or 
a happy room with lots of 
color when you need to feel 
energized.” When it came 
to the bathrooms, susan 
employed one of her design 
tips by keeping it classic. 
“marble and white never 
go out of style,” she advises. 
she also isn’t afraid to mix 
metals, giving permission 
to use chrome faucets and 
natural brass door hardware 
in the same space. “I 
PromIse it’s ok! It makes 
everything more interesting 
and not so cookie cutter.” 
 When asked what her 
design secret is, molly is 
quick to say that it’s susan. 
“susan is the best kept 
secret in raleigh! What she 
says, I do. I want my house 
to feel comfortable but 
fun.” What’s the secret to 
design? Just a couple rules 
of thumb – if you love it, 
buy it, display in threes and 
fives and don’t be afraid to 
mix it up. “mid Century 
modern lucite looks great 
with a classic Pembroke side 
table,” says susan.
 When it came to the 
living area and kitchen 
being open to each other in 
one long room, molly says 
it’s one of her favorite spaces 
in the home. “It’s the hub. 
It’s an area where we can all 
be together – whether we’re 
watching a movie, cooking 
a fun dinner or just relaxing. 
It’s sophisticated and family 
friendly – that’s a win-win.” 
susan chimes in saying 
that she loves all the spaces, 
but the kids’ study room 
is funky and cool and she 
particularly loves the master 
bathroom. “that wallpaper 
is off the chain!”v
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Chris  Knapp

“Chris was absolutely fantastic. She helped us 
  �nd the right home for us, and when we hit 
  roadblocks beyond our control she made sure 
                 we got through them quickly. We're  
                    now living in our dream home, and  
                    we wouldn't be if it weren't for Chris.”

              Joe and Lorie Davis

EFFORTLESS

Your Luxury Home Specialist
RALEIGH | DURHAM | CHAPEL HILL | CARY

www.WelcomeHome919.com
chris@welcomehome919.com

(919) 307-9750
MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE
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Contributing Editor  |  kitchen design

After

Too Many Cooks Can’t 
Spoil This Kitchen
Navigating Multi-Cook Kitchens

How we use our homes today – to eat, 
work and socialize – can’t be compared to how 
families used their homes in the 1970s, 1980s or 
even 1990s. so much has changed throughout our 
homes, but no room has seen quite the exponential 
transformation as the kitchen.
 the family room has long been the landmark 
hangout for guests and family members during 
festive occasions and family get-togethers, while 
the cook (usually, mom) slaves away in the kitchen. 
Inspect almost any family gathering today, however, 
and you’ll find a house full of guests gathered in 
the kitchen instead, where the cooking is done 
simultaneously. social time and food prep have 
happily combined into one joyous setting.
 Which leads to a problem: how do you fit so 
many people in one room comfortably? some like 
to lean, some are milling about and one or two 
may be actively cooking.
 to make the work area as unencumbered as 
possible, we recommend one of several options. 

•	 Add	a	kitchen	island	or	peninsula	to	provide	
a barrier between the cook and guests where 
they can “line up” and chat. a peninsula also 

provides an additional work area where the 
cook can hand over a wine bottle and opener 
or a small cutting board, and give a guest a job 
outside of normal traffic patterns. a pullout 
counter can completely block the cook into the 
workspace but still tuck away when guests are 
gone to open the room’s flow.

•	 Over	the	years,	some	kitchen	designers	came	up	
with what everyone thought was the ultimate 
solution to the cooking/socializing dynamic – 
a u-shaped kitchen with a nearby seating area. 
We know now that solution doesn’t work, 
with seating that’s too far away or at the wrong 
height for friends to chat. a closer area – ideally 
a bar, island or custom cabinetry – that is no more 
than six to nine feet away from the work zone – is 
best. there, guests can be helpful if needed and 
feel connected to others in the room.

•	 For	multiple	cooks,	a	functional	kitchen	design	
requires some forethought. think: multiple 
work zones, not the traditional kitchen triangle. 
there can be a prep area, a cooking area, a 
dishwashing area, etc. this keeps everyone 

inspect almost any 
family gathering today, 

however, and you’ll find 
a house full of guests 

gathered in the kitchen.

Max 
isley

Mary 
liebhold
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working seamlessly in his or her own zone. such a design also 
works well with large families where much help is needed to 
prepare a meal. 

•	 While	multiple	appliances	used	 to	 seem	ostentatious,	 they’re	
now a necessary part of kitchens with multiple cooks, 
especially if entertaining large crowds. Designers should always 
pay attention to water usage; a single source of water creates 
congestion in a busy kitchen. If there is no room for multiple sinks, 
get creative. an extra large sink with two faucets works, as does a 
pot-filler over the stove.

 solve the crazy days of holiday celebrations or large family chaos 
with a few of these simple design concepts so you can focus on the fun 
of the festivities.v

Max Isley, Certified Master Kitchen & Bath Designer, has owned Hamp-
ton Kitchens of Raleigh since 1974. For your next project contact him at  
Max@HamptonKitchens.com or 919-554-2227. Hampton Kitchens is  
located at 6320-B Angus Drive in Raleigh. For more information, visit  
www.HamptonKitchens.com. Mary Liebhold, Certified Kitchen Designer, 
founded The Kitchen Specialist in 1989, after having designed kitchens in  
Los Angles since 1978. Contact her at Mary@thekitchenspecialist.com or  
919-490-4922.  The showroom is located at 3407 University Drive in Durham. 
For more information visit www.thekitchenspecialist.com.



56   Urban Home triangle   best of gUide 2015

Store Hours: M-F 9 am – 6 pm and Sat 10 am – 3 pm

627 East Whitaker Mill Road   l   Raleigh NC

919-828-2270     l     www.lady�ngersofraleigh.com

Convenience and Quality...stop into our storefront

for a great selection of our Gourmet-to-Go meals!

A Holiday
Must-Have!

A Holiday
Must-Have!
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Free in home/office design  •  Consultations and estimates.

North Carolina’s Window Fashion Leader Since 1991!

$50 oFF 
EACH window
On Plantation 

Shutters 

$15 oFF 
EACH window

On Blinds
and Shades

919-833-9550   
www.carolinashutterandblinds.com

LoCALLy MAdE SHuttErS & BLindS

As seen in the Governor’s Mansion

Made in 
NC

Save Up to 30%
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T
By Laura Jackson

Photography by John Bessler

they’D enlIsteD the same talenteD DesIgner to 
guide them through a beautiful redesign of their Chapel hill home several  
years before, so luckily, they knew exactly where to find her – at  
heather garrett Design. 
 It was clear from the beginning that this project would be different.  
tucked into the beautiful banks of lake gaston in littleton, n.C., the 
homeowners envisioned a space that was perfect for entertaining, yet had 
all the cozy comforts of a retreat uniquely designed for their growing family.  
the couple had fond childhood memories of spending precious family time 
on a lake and wanted to recreate those experiences, while adding their own 
personal flair.
 “What I loved about these young clients is that they really didn’t care 
about ‘normal’ at all,” said heather. “the original architectural plans called 
for a detached master suite with a bedroom and bath, but we realized through 
our design process that the husband brainstorms best while in motion. so, he 
wanted to have, like, circus rings or a trapeze or basketball court instead of a 
master suite there!”  When asked more specifically, the homeowner clarified 
that it was about functionality, adding, “I’d rather sleep in a little bedroom 
upstairs and have a climbing wall downstairs than a fancy master bedroom.”  
 this change resulted in a spectacular gym complete with a robust 
climbing wall. as changes like these came along, heather worked with sid 
Cutts and his team at Corbitt hills Construction to make the adjustments. 
“talk about a real learning curve for us,” said heather. “We discovered  

Lakeside Luxury

When a couple of young, 
successful entrepreneurs 

decided to create their 
ultimate lakeside getaway, 
they knew exactly who to 

enlist — someone who 
would not only dream 

big with them, but a 
person who also possesses 
the ability to see beyond 

boundaries and expectations. 
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a lot about building code compliance for a 
climbing wall!” sid adds, “each client has 
a look in mind, and I have to present the 
quality options to achieve the look, but also 
stay sensitive to the client’s budget. there 
are several ways to get a great look without 
spending unnecessary money”.
 another out-of-the-box change included 
ditching the idea of a traditional dining room 
in favor of a luscious, deep upholstered niche 
and shuffleboard table.
 In place of a traditional boat dock, heather 
created an exquisite floating lounge with a 
full-size wet bar, huge flat-screen tv and 
a swimmer’s platform perfect for all their 
treasured wakeboarding adventures.  guests 
and family members would also be able to 
enjoy breezy, lazy afternoons lounging in the 
oversized hammock, or swinging carefree in 
lounge chairs as they gaze up to the gorgeous 
vaulted wood-paneled ceiling or out onto the 
breathtaking lake.
 “nature, without question, is why I’m 
drawn to loose and relaxed shapes with gritty 
textures and imperfect forms,” said heather.  
“Imperfection has a very romantic quality to 
it, in my opinion.  In terms of architecture, I 
favor clean and pure structures – whether it’s 
a classic French traditional or contemporary 
California plan – an uncomplicated, open 
structure is a dream.”
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 another part of heather’s overall design philosophy includes her love of organic 
ornamentation. “essentially, it’s the idea that nothing made by man is as beautiful as 
that found in nature,” she explains. Inside and out, this lakeside dream space provides a 
refreshing continuity from room to room – from garrett’s use of multiple organic shapes 
and textures to her soothing neutral palette of colors. By incorporating items such as 
shells, branches, antlers, wood grains and more, she creates a spirit of comfortable and 
casual elegance that flows from every corner. 
 surrounding the exterior of the home is a stunning wrap-around porch, an inviting 
outdoor living room centered around a stone fireplace and a welcoming lounge area 
with sofas, chairs and dreamy porch swings. heather and the homeowners both agree 
that this is easily their favorite space. here, rustic beauty and serene sophistication 
blend seamlessly. Billowing drapery anchoring each corner flows with a gentle breeze 
and when combined with soothing lakeside sounds, even the most cynical guest could 
agree that this is a little slice of heaven on earth.v

the couple had 
fond childhood 

memories of 
spending precious 
family time on a 
lake and wanted 
to recreate those 

experiences, while 
adding their own 

personal flair.
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Broadloom, Rugs, Fabrics, Lighting and Wallpaper
8101 Glenwood Avenue | 919.782.6010 | eatmansinc.com

follow us on:
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stairs • parts • doors • mouldings

2101-115 Westinghouse Blvd.   •  Raleigh, NC 27604

919-878-5622
www.visionstairwaysandmillwork.com

Custom Millwork and Mouldings  •  Interior and Exterior Stairs   •  Wood and Wrought Iron Entry Doors  •  Door and Railing Parts  •  Custom Ironwork
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